
Yes, Hazel. Let’s make the world fair.
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  My 6-year-old, Hazel, told me

“ we have to make the world fair.”So, let’s do that.

Thank you for all that you do.

—Anne Coventry, PJC donor
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Outten & Golden honored our Workplace Justice Project  
with its inaugural DC Public Interest Award. 

2018 has been a year of courageous testimony,  
award winning work, and dedicated support.

For information on our work, visit www.publicjustice.org or call 410.625.9409.



“We are responsible for the world in which we find ourselves, 
if only because we are the only sentient force  

which can change it.” 
—James Baldwin

The Public Justice Center takes that charge seriously. It is our mission, our responsibility, to be a force that is  
“pursuing systemic change to build a just society.” Let us show you how in this Annual Report.  

One signature of the PJC is that we cause “systemic change” in partnership with our clients. Each year, we provide legal services 
to more than 700 individuals. Each of these individual cases illuminates and challenges the injustices that harm many others. 

It takes tremendous courage for one person to step up and tell their story. Yet, when they do, and when they work side-by-side 
with our staff, real change happens. In these pages, meet: 

Tenae Smith, page 10, a class action representative who spoke up against the illegal charges her landlord was imposing on her.  

Betty Watson, page 10, another tenant who came to Annapolis to testify to a Senate Committee.

Carlos Reyes, Salvador Aguilar Reyes, and Celso Reyes Aguilar, page 7, who joined a lawsuit against the pizza shop at which 
they worked and who illegally paid them less than minimum wage.

We honor these women and men with the John P. Sarbanes Courage Awards for their commitment to challenge injustice and to 
create positive, lasting change beyond their own lives.

 A second signature of PJC’s strategy is that we use the full range of legal advocacy strategies to address an injustice. We match 
innovative solutions with legal strategies to address emerging problems. For example:

When current law prohibited a landlord’s practice of “fee churning,” we co-counseled class action lawsuits representing all the 
tenants of the targeted landlords to enforce the law. (page 11)

When existing law or programs did not address the major issue of the lack of affordable safe housing, we worked in coalition 
with the Baltimore Housing Roundtable to pass a ballot initiative and then negotiated funding for the Affordable Housing  
Trust Fund. (page 12)

When we investigated and found that public schools were suspending and expelling students contrary to school policies and 
disproportionately against students of color, we launched the Maryland Suspension Representation Project with our partners 
and began educating and representing students. (page 8)

When our client communities do not have the legal rights they need, we talk to the lawmakers. As a founding member of the 
Working Matters Coalition, we lobbied for six years to finally pass a bill giving workers the right to Earned Sick Days. (page 7)

These are but just a few examples of what you will read about in the pages that follow. 

We will do what it takes to build a just society. And we will do it together with you:  
our donors, Board of Directors, staff, volunteers, clients, and allies. 

We are taking responsibility for changing this world for the better. Pushing through the dark 
times, following that bending arc of justice, and pursuing that just society.  

Thank you for standing with us. 

John Nethercut, Esq.  Gregory P. Care, Esq.
Executive Director   President, Board of Directors
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2018 has been a year of courageous testimony,  
award winning work, and dedicated support.



We’re thrilled that San Francisco now joins  
New York City in ensuring that tenants have a lawyer  

when their housing is in jeopardy.

Since 2003, the PJC has led the National Coalition for a 

Right to Counsel (NCCRC), whose mission is to encourage, 

support and coordinate advocacy to expand recognition and 

implementation of a right to counsel for indigent litigants in 

civil cases involving basic human needs. We support and 

develop litigation, legislation, and other advocacy efforts in 

various states; file amicus briefs in cases seeking to establish 

a right to counsel; provide technical support and guidance to 

NCCRC participants and partners beginning the exploration 

of new initiatives in their jurisdictions; support and coordinate 

nationwide legal and social science research; engage in and 

coordinate extensive writing and speaking efforts to raise 

awareness; produce new educational materials and resources 

for use by the media, judiciary, and general public; enlist bar 

associations and access to justice commissions to support the 

civil right to counsel; and continue to build a broad and deep 

national coalition dedicated to the issue. 
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We’re thrilled that San Francisco now joins  
New York City in ensuring that tenants have a lawyer  

when their housing is in jeopardy.
Assisted with a litigation victory 
in Pennsylvania that established a 
constitutional right to appointed counsel 
when a person is facing incarceration for 
inability to pay a fee or fine.

Proposed a bill to remedy the issue of 
Georgia parents improperly being found 
to have waived their right to counsel in 
child welfare proceedings. Worked with 
advocates on bill for three years, with 
passage occurring in 2018.

Convened 50 advocates from around the 
country who have had recent success in 
establishing a right to counsel in eviction 
cases or who are beginning such campaigns. 

Completed the two-year process of revising 
the American Bar Association’s Directory of 
Law Governing Counsel in Civil Cases to 
bring it up to date. The Directory is based 
entirely on research by the NCCRC.

Delivered the keynote speech at the Texas 
Poverty Law Conference and presented 
at numerous other conferences, including 
those held by the National Association 
of Counties, the National Legal Aid and 
Defender Association, and the National 
Association of Counsel for Children.

The Public Justice Center honors WilmerHale as a 2018 Outstanding Partner, especially for the generous 

amount of work shared with the National Coalition for a Civil Right to Counsel as we revised the ABA 

Directory Governing Appointment of Counsel in Civil Cases. WilmerHale attorneys were responsible for the 

revisions of 32 out of the 50 state entries, a project taking over a year. We are thankful for the firm’s support 

of this initiative, which provides vital information for judges and others across the nation. Thank you. 

OUTSTANDING PARTNERS

%

NATIONAL COALITION FOR A CIVIL RIGHT TO COUNSEL

Pennsylvanians have a right  
to an attorney when facing 
debtors’ prison, court rules.
Traffic tickets. Fines from criminal cases. Court fees. Even 

fines for catching a fish out of season. If you can’t afford 

to pay fees and fines, the courts can often send you to 

jail. And even though your liberty is at stake, you are not 

necessarily entitled to an attorney to represent you. The 

National Coalition for a Civil Right to Counsel is working with 

advocates across the country to change this. The movement 

recently scored a victory in Pennsylvania, when the Superior 

Court held that defendants facing incarceration for failure to 

pay fees and fines have a right to appointed counsel.

ACTIONS

2018
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San Francisco votes to  
provide lawyers for tenants  
in eviction cases
San Francisco now guarantees that all tenants facing eviction 
have a lawyer by their side, thanks to a successful ballot 
initiative on June 5. Passing with 56% of the vote, Prop F will 
apply to all tenants regardless of income. The San Francisco 
Right to Counsel Committee, a coalition of tenant groups 
and other advocates, organized the ballot initiative. We 
were proud to play a role, with the National Coalition for 
a Civil Right to Counsel authoring a ballot statement that 
accompanied the initiative language distributed to the voters. 
The statement addressed the cost savings the City should 
realize if the right to counsel was adopted. We’re thrilled 
that San Francisco now joins New York City in ensuring that 
tenants have a lawyer when their housing is in jeopardy.  
With over 3,000 eviction cases filed and approximately 
1,600 tenants evicted in San Francisco in 2017, Prop F  
will go a long way to keeping more people in their homes. 

John Pollock and NCCRC  
honored by  
National Legal Aid &  
Defender Association with  
2018 Innovations in  
Equal Justice Award
Recognizing his leadership in the national movement for 
a right to counsel, the National Legal Aid & Defender 
Association (NLADA) honored PJC attorney John Pollock 
with its Innovations in Equal Justice Award. The award 
“honors an individual who has made outstanding career 
contributions to creativity and innovation in the delivery 
of legal service to poor people.” At the award ceremony 
this spring, the NLADA’s Radhika Singh highlighted John’s 
work to build the National Coalition for a Civil Right to 
Counsel, supporting litigation, legislation, and other state 
and local initiatives across the country that advocate for 
the right to an attorney when basic needs are at stake. 
As Radhika shared, “…[John’s] laser focus, advocacy, 
and determination to figure out and deliver what is 
needed to get things done, is THE reason a civil right to 
counsel on issues of basic human needs no longer seems 
unachievable – the reason this is turning into a reality in 
jurisdictions across the country.” Congratulations, John!

ACTIONS

2018

PERSUADED THE AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION  
TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 114  
to expand the scope of a right to counsel to cases 
where physical liberty is at stake, regardless of 
whether the underlying proceeding is called civil or 
criminal and regardless of whether the plaintiff is 
the state or not. This builds on a previous resolution, 
adopted in 2006, wherein the ABA endorsed the right 
to counsel “where basic human needs are at stake, 
such as those involving shelter, sustenance, safety, 
health or child custody ….” We authored Resolution 
114 in cooperation with the ABA Standing Committee 
on Legal Aid and Indigent Defendants (SCLAID).
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PRISONERS’ RIGHTS PROJECT

The Prisoners’ Rights Project seeks 

to end unjust and inhumane pretrial 

detention. Through this project, we 

are an integral part of the coordinated 

effort of the Coalition for a Safe and 

Just Maryland to pursue an alternative 

statewide system of pretrial justice that 

will reduce or eliminate money bail. 

With grant support from Open Society 

Institute-Baltimore, we welcomed James 

Tyer to work on the bail reform project.

FILED A 12-COUNT CLASS ACTION complaint 
for mass retaliatory arrests at an Afromation protest 
during ArtScape 2016, survived motions to dismiss, 
and headed into discovery and jury trial preparation. 
In this action, we represent Baltimore Bloc and 
protesters in a lawsuit to hold the Baltimore City Police 
Department accountable for unlawfully arresting 
and detaining 65 people at a peaceful protest held 
during the ArtScape festival in July 2016. Members 
of the community organizing group Baltimore Bloc 
and others arrested during the protest allege that 
they were held for six to eighteen hours in deplorable 
conditions and charged without legal justification 
and in retaliation for speaking out against police 
misconduct. As this report goes to press, the ink is 
drying on a settlement requiring significant changes 
in department policies and payment of damages to 
the plaintiffs. We co-counsel this case with Covington 
through the PJC’s Litigation Partnership. 

HELPED TO PRESERVE THE NEW BAIL RULE 
adopted in 2017 from legislative attack again in the 
2018 session and secured $1 million in funding for 
pretrial services statewide.

HELPED TO SECURE A RULING from an appellate 
court that circuit courts must review claims of 
unaffordable bail set by district courts.

An Open Letter to Bail Industry
“Good bail reform” leads to less incarceration, generates 
no profit for government or private industry, has meaningful 
community oversight, provides more services to people, 
decreases correctional budgets, protects people in 
communities, reduces racial disparities in the criminal 
justice system, focuses on need rather than risk, has no 
direct cost to individuals and families, and does not surveil 
people in their homes using inhumane technologies like 
electronic monitoring. 

– Excerpted from An Open Letter To The Bail Industry  
from advocates across the United States, including  
the Public Justice Center.

“Good bail reform”…  
reduces racial disparities in the criminal justice system…. .

– excerpted from An Open Letter To The Bail Industry  

from advocates across the United States, including the Public Justice Center

ACTIONS

2018
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We know that knowledge builds power, and that  
workers who know their rights are more likely to hold their 

employers accountable for paying the wages they’ve earned. 

WORKPLACE JUSTICE PROJECT

The Workplace Justice Project partners 

with low-wage workers, community 

and labor organizations, and fellow 

advocates to promote justice and 

equity in the workplace and in the 

courts. We litigate in federal and 

state courts, enabling our clients to 

stand up to wage theft, recover their 

unpaid wages, and send a message 

that bedrock wage laws cannot be 

violated with impunity. We advocate 

in the legislature for systemic reforms 

to strengthen our workplace laws and 

ensure access to justice for all workers. 

We work in coalition to improve 

workplace health and safety by 

advocating for policies that recognize 

the human dignity of each worker. 

Litigated several impact wage theft cases, including a 
collective action against several Mo’s Seafood restaurants 
and their owner, a collective action against a home health 
care agency, and a combined race discrimination and 
wage case against a “fast casual” restaurant chain.

Won $80,000 in back wages on behalf of five 
construction workers after a contested hearing in Anne 
Arundel Circuit Court.

Won a Court of Special Appeals ruling on an employer’s 
obligation to investigate responsibilities to employees  
under Maryland wage laws (Kelly v. Pinnacle).

Represented several low-wage workers in unpaid wage 
lien proceedings under new court rules that became 
effective on January 1, 2018.

Successfully overrode a gubernatorial veto of the 
Maryland Healthy Working Families Act (HWFA) (earned 
sick and safe days) and then beat back several attempts to 
delay or weaken the new legislation. This is a tremendous 
victory for workers after a six-year legislative fight and 
is the result of the efforts of the entire Working Matters 
Coalition, which PJC helped found and led. With the 
passage of the HWFA, about 488,000 Marylanders will 
be able to earn paid leave for the first time, while at least 
another 205,000 will earn unpaid leave. In sum, the 
HWFA provides a benefit to more than 90% of Maryland 
employees who did not have any earned sick days before. 

ACTIONS

2018
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Implementing the law  
we fought hard to win
Since the Maryland Healthy Working Families Act  
went into effect in February 2018, the Public Justice  
Center and our partners in the Working Matters coalition  
have been monitoring implementation of the law to make  
sure that workers can access earned sick and safe leave.  
In the last few months, we developed several tools and  
trainings to help workers understand the new law.  

See www.earnedsickdaysmd.org  
RESOURCES INCLUDE:

AN ONLINE LEAVE TIME CALCULATOR

INFORMATION AND FORMS FOR FILING  
A COMPLAINT if you’re having trouble  
using leave time

ANSWERS to frequently asked questions  
about the law

BLOG POSTS with implementation updates 
and a post-legislative session wrap-up

TRAIN-THE-TRAINER WORKSHOPS  
and question and answer sessions on 
Facebook Live to help workers and 
employers understand their rights. 

Four courageous workers 
recover nearly $50,000! 
For more than two years, Carlos Reyes, Salvador Aguilar Reyes, 
and Celso Reyes Aguilar worked well over 60 hours a week 
at a Maryland pizza shop. Each week, they received $400 
in cash – not nearly minimum wage. Seeing how much they 
worked every week, they repeatedly asked their employer for a 
raise, only to be told that “they weren’t worth more than that.” 
Not knowing what the minimum wage is in Maryland, the two 
brothers and cousin kept on working. Upon separation from 
their employer, they sought legal help. 

Represented by the Public Justice Center, they sued for their 
wages. They also filed a notice for a wage lien, which prevents 
the employer from selling or hiding their assets until they’ve paid 
the workers what they’re owed. As you might imagine, that 
got their attention. The case settled this spring, and in May, the 
workers received their money – nearly $50,000.

We honor these three courageous workers with the 2018  
John P. Sarbanes Courage Award for standing up for their rights. 

SALLY DWORAK-FISHER, LEAD ATTORNEY  
OF THE WORKPLACE JUSTICE PROJECT,  
was honored by the Maryland Legal Services 
Corporation with the 2017 Benjamin L. Cardin 
Distinguished Service Award. The award is presented 
to an outstanding public interest lawyer whose 
career has been dedicated to providing, promoting 
or managing civil legal services to low-income 
Marylanders. Congratulations, Sally! 

WORKPLACE JUSTICE PROJECT

ACTIONS

2018
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We provided individual representation…  
in a variety of student discipline cases statewide,  

securing significant victories on behalf of several students.

EDUCATION STABILITY PROJECT

The Education Stability 

Project works to advance 

equity in public education by 

eliminating barriers to school 

enrollment and success 

confronting black and brown 

children, homeless children, 

children in out-of-home 

care and other historically 

excluded and underserved 

student populations. We 

engage in policy and 

administrative advocacy 

efforts at the state and local 

school district level, provide 

outreach and education 

about legal protections, and 

represent individual students 

facing school pushout. 

LAUNCHED THE MARYLAND SUSPENSION REPRESENTATION 
PROJECT (MSRP), along with Disability Rights Maryland, the Office  
of the Public Defender, and the Youth, Education and Justice Clinic  
at the University of Maryland School of Law. Through MSRP, we 
provided individual representation – including at suspension or 
expulsion conferences, at school board appeals, and in state level 
appeals – in a variety of student discipline cases statewide, securing 
significant victories on behalf of several students. More information:  
www.mdsuspensionrep.org 

ADVOCATED WITH LOCAL SCHOOL SYSTEM LEADERSHIP  
to improve school discipline policy and practice at  
the districtwide level.

SUBMITTED COMMENTS TO THE MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT 
OF EDUCATION on the development of guidance to implement a 
recently-enacted ban on the suspension of students in grades pre-K 
through 2, a law we helped pass in previous years. 

SUCCESSFULLY ADVOCATED WITH THE STATE DEPARTMENTS 
OF EDUCATION and Human Resources to develop, distribute, and 
mandate the use of a template memorandum of understanding for 
local school systems and Departments of Social Services governing 
education stability for students in out-of-home care.

PRESENTED AT APPROXIMATELY A DOZEN OUTREACH  
EVENTS, trainings, and conferences on the rights of homeless 
students, students in out-of-home care, and students facing 
exclusionary school discipline.

ACTIONS

2018
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Tackled, arrested, suspended… 
for trying to call for a ride home
The school day over, the Latino eighth grader gathered his 
things and prepared to head home. But the principal stopped 
him, reprimanding him for carrying a scooter.

By the time the principal finished chewing him out, the 
student’s bus had left. He walked into the school to call for a 
ride, where the principal and a security guard tackled him, 
held him prone, and had the police arrest him. The principal 
also suspended him for a week.

Excessive, don’t you think? Unfortunately, this student’s 
experience is not unique. Schools disproportionately use 
punitive disciplinary measures on students of color, making 
it difficult for young people to stay on track to complete 
their education. Called school pushout, practices like 
inappropriate suspensions, expulsion, and forced transfers 
literally push students out of school. 

Through the Maryland Suspension Representation Project, 
we represented the student in challenging the suspension 
and the unlawful physical restraint before the State Board 
of Education. We got the suspension reversed, as well as 
an order requiring the school system to train staff on the 
proper use of restraint. For more information go to  
www.mdsuspensionrep.org

ACCESS TO  
HEALTH AND  
PUBLIC BENEFITS

The Access to Health and Public Benefits Project advocates to 
protect and expand access to sufficient healthcare coverage, 
needed safety net services, and to appropriate, affordable, 
effective and culturally competent healthcare. An explicit 
goal of the Access to Health and Public Benefits Project is 
to promote racial equity by finding strategies that work to 
eliminate racial and ethnic disparities in healthcare outcomes 
and access to safety net services benefits. 

Last fall, our beloved colleague who led this project, Camilla 
Roberson, lost her valiant battle with cancer. As we grappled 
with her loss, the outpouring of love and notes from her 
classmates, advocacy partners, and opposing counsel filled 
us with gratitude. She was a fierce advocate, widely well-
liked and appreciated for her expertise in health law, racial 
justice, and so much more at a local, as well as national, 
level. In December 2017, the International Rescue Committee 
posthumously awarded Camilla with an Advocate of the 
Year award for her support of one of their clients and her 
advocacy in creating access to healthcare for people with 
limited English proficiency. 

In the months following our loss of Camilla, we worked 
with funders and others to discern what comes next for 
the project. Again, the generous outpouring of support 
helped us carefully identify next steps and in July 2018, 
we enthusiastically welcomed Ashley Black, an attorney 
with expertise in health, disability rights, and mental health 
advocacy to redevelop and lead this project.  

EDUCATION STABILITY PROJECT ACCESS TO HEALTH PROJECT

THANK YOU  
from Ken Jones and Vicki Schultz, PJC Board 
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“They kept taking me to court for eviction and piling on the 
fees. I just want to keep my family safe and stable.” 

—Tenae Smith, PJC client

HUMAN RIGHT TO HOUSING PROJECT

PROVIDED ADVICE OR REPRESENTATION TO HUNDREDS  
OF TENANTS facing eviction in Rent Court and to tenants facing eviction 
because their landlord was in foreclosure. 

PROTECTED TENANTS’ RIGHTS in the Maryland General Assembly by 
defeating efforts to include questionable fees, repair charges and water bills 
in the definition of rent by landlords who want to quickly evict tenants for 
non-rent charges. We also helped defeat efforts to allow a landlord to more 
quickly evict a tenant the landlord arbitrarily considers “dangerous.” 

The Human Right to Housing 

Project seeks the realization 

of a human right to housing 

that is fair, affordable, 

habitable, and accessible, 

with security of tenure and 

cultural adequacy. We 

advance reform in Baltimore 

City’s Rent Court, advocate 

for state and local legislation 

that is fair for tenants, 

and support organizing 

and coalition-building 

around community-driven, 

permanently affordable 

housing. We also represent 

tenants facing eviction. 

“I would pay my rent, and if I was late, I would pay a 5% late fee, but 
the fees kept adding up,” said Tenae Smith, plaintiff. “One time I paid 
the rent, and they sent back my check telling me that I needed to pay an 
additional $150 in fees or they wouldn’t take my rent. I work full-time and 
made regular payments, but they kept taking me to court for eviction and 
piling on the fees. I just want to keep my family safe and stable.”

Betty Watson stepped up to the podium. She was there to testify against SB 493,  
a bill that would allow landlords to label anything from water bills to repair costs 
as “added rent” in tenants’ leases and then sue to evict them in the state’s fastest 
collections method: Rent Court, where the result of losing is not just owing the 
judgment but also getting evicted! 

Addressing the panel of Senators, she shared her own experience to explain why  
the bill is bad deal for tenants. She described how her apartment’s management 
company refused to fix leaking pipes and months later decided to send her an 
exorbitant water bill for the leaks. The management company then applied her rent to 
the water bill and took her to Rent Court to evict her, claiming that she hadn’t paid the 
rent. With representation from a Public Justice Center lawyer, she fought back  
and settled the case. 

ACTIONS

2018
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The Public Justice Center honors 
Brown, Goldstein & Levy as a 2018 
Outstanding Partner, especially for the 
generous support the firm has shared 
over many years. We honor your 
leadership as a change-maker, for 
hosting the popular Justice for Breakfast 
series, and for your co-counsel expertise 
through our Litigation Partnership in 
several impactful cases. We are grateful 
for the people of Brown, Goldstein & 
Levy who serve as leadership volunteers, 
mentors and colleagues in so many 
aspects of our work. Thank you. 

The Public Justice Center honors 
Santoni, Vocci and Ortega as a 2018 
Outstanding Partner. We thank you 
for being a relentless advocate for 
consumers and tenants, among others, 
who have experienced unfair and 
deceptive practices. Santoni, Vocci and 
Ortega regularly takes difficult cases 
that demand justice, consults with the 
PJC on housing cases and systemic 
reform efforts, and co-counsels with us on 
important cases. Thank you. 

OUTSTANDING PARTNERS

FEE-CHURNING  
SCHEMES  

are a source of additional profit 

for landlords in Maryland’s 

increasingly expensive rental 

housing market. Recent data 

reveal that nearly 53% of 

Baltimore City tenants are renting 

homes that are unaffordable, i.e., 

paying more than 30% of their 

income in rent, because there 

are so few affordable options. In 

Baltimore City alone, landlords file 

over 155,000 lawsuits annually 

for non-payment of rent, resulting 

in roughly 7,000 evictions. Fee-

churning schemes keep renting 

families constantly guessing at 

what they owe in any given 

month, constantly falling farther 

“behind” on the landlord’s ledger, 

and constantly facing eviction.

“We were blessed,” Ms. Watson said. But “I know that there are thousands  
of renters in my situation who do not have a lawyer. Even if they did get a  
lawyer and this bill passes, it would not do them any good because this  
bill is going to legalize the practice of trying to evict people over disputed 
water bills and other charges/fees as ‘rent.’ I urge you not to create more 
eviction. Please oppose this bill.”

Ms. Watson was one of several tenants and advocates who travelled to Annapolis on 
February 15 to testify before the Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee on several 
bills related to Rent Court. At the time, Ms. Watson worked nights, so when she came 
with us to Annapolis, she came straight from work at 8 am. Instead of going home and 
sleeping, she came to Annapolis to advocate for herself and for others facing the same 
conditions and practices from their landlords. Like other forms of public speaking, 
testifying takes a certain amount of courage. Testifying about a very personal 
situation takes tremendous courage. This year, we honor Betty Watson with the John 
P. Sarbanes Courage Award. Because of her courage, we were able to connect the 
issues facing tenants with real people’s stories and helped Maryland legislators to 
consider the people who are impacted by their decisions.

SURVIVED MOTIONS TO DISMISS A CLASS ACTION 
LAWSUIT representing tenants of Westminster Management, a 
major landlord who is alleged to be “fee churning” by charging 
illegal and excessive fees to its tenants. The PJC co-counsels this 
case, Smith v. Westminster, with Brown, Goldstein & Levy and 
Santoni, Vocci & Ortega through our Litigation Partnership. 

%
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The ruling will prevent landlords from persisting in  
issuing defective notices and filing premature complaints  
against tenants, subjecting them to denial of a fair trial….

#FundTheTrust: Development Without Displacement

No License? No Rent!
All renters deserve safe, fair, and healthy homes. Baltimore 
law previously only required annual licensing and inspection 
for multi-family properties, not one- and two-unit properties. 
The result was that half of Baltimore City rentals were not 
licensed or inspected, leaving thousands of city residents on 
their own to deal with hazardous housing conditions. The 
PJC advocated, with other members of the Renters United 
coalition (Communities United, Jews United for Justice, Right 
to Housing Alliance, Baltimore Healthy Start, and more) 
for city legislation that now requires all residential rental 
properties to undergo routine inspection and licensing to do 
business in Baltimore City. 

PERSUADED THE BALTIMORE CITY COUNCIL  
to pass laws to provide tenants with better information 
about eviction prevention resources and to license and 
inspect all residential rental properties in the City.

WON TWO COURT OF APPEALS RULINGS:  
In Chateau Foghorn v. Hosford, the Court of Appeals 
agreed with our amicus brief that even in a federally 
subsidized tenancy, Maryland law requires the court to 
find a “substantial” breach of lease before warranting an 
eviction, even if the federal standard is weaker. In  
Hunter v. Broadway Overlook, the court affirmed that 
landlords must wait until the required notice of breach of 
lease expires before filing a complaint for eviction. 

SUPPORTED COMMUNITY-CONTROLLED, 
PERMANENTLY AFFORDABLE HOUSING  
and fair development. Through our work with the 
Baltimore Housing Roundtable and the Housing 
for All Coalition, we successfully amended the 
Baltimore City Charter in 2016 to provide for an 
Affordable Housing Trust Fund. As this report goes 
to press, we are working closely with city officials 
and advocates to create a dedicated revenue 
source of $20 million per year for the Trust Fund. 
We are also working with a group of community 
land trusts to seek funding for a pilot project that 
will bring community-controlled, permanently 
affordable housing to Baltimore. 

ACTIONS

2018

ACTIONS

2018
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The ruling will prevent landlords from persisting in  
issuing defective notices and filing premature complaints  
against tenants, subjecting them to denial of a fair trial….

The Appellate Advocacy 

Project, staffed by the 

Murnaghan Appellate 

Advocacy Fellow, uses 

appellate courts to advance 

civil rights, race equity and 

poverty law in Maryland, 

the U.S. Court of Appeals 

for the Fourth Circuit, 

and nationally on a wide 

range of issues. The project 

typically files seven to 

twelve briefs each year. 

THIS YEAR, WE FILED BRIEFS OR RECEIVED  
DECISIONS IN CASES INVOLVING: 

UNAFFORDABLE PRE-TRIAL SERVICES (private electronic monitoring)  
(Andre Thomas Crews v. Foster)

DENIAL OF FAIR TRIAL AND RIGHT TO JURY to tenants in disputes with landlords 
(Hanson-Metayer v. Rach)

PROPER POST-JUDGMENT INTEREST in landlord/tenant disputes  
(Ben-Davies v. Blibaum & Associates, P.A.)

UNAFFORDABLE BAIL (Bradds & Hill v. State of Maryland)

DUE PROCESS RIGHTS in federally subsidized tenancies  
(McDonell v. Harford County Housing Agency)

IMPACT OF BALTIMORE SETTLEMENT GAG ORDER provisions on police 
accountability (Overbey v. Mayor & City Council of Baltimore)

DISPARATE IMPACT OF PHARMACEUTICAL PRICE GOUGING on racial and  
ethnic minorities (Association of Accessible Medicines v. Frosh)

DISPARATE IMPACT OF INVOLUNTARY DISCHARGE of nursing home residents 
(Maryland v. Neiswanger Management Services)

“FAIR SHARE RULE” FOR UNION REPRESENTATION consistent with the First 
Amendment (Janus v. Federation of State, County, and Municipal Employees)

RUNNING FROM POLICE as not necessarily reasonable cause for suspicion  
justifying detention, given history of relationship between police and communities  
of color (Sizer v. State)

We also proposed amendments adopted by the Court of Appeals to Rules 
2-706 and 8-411 to render appellate practice more efficient and save  
low-income appellants from needless costs. 

ACTIONS

2018
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Police Violence Against  
Black Women
In an amicus brief filed in Overbey v. Mayor & City Council of Baltimore, 
K’Shaani supported the case of Ashley Overbey, who was beaten by 
Baltimore City police officers after calling them for assistance when her 
home was burglarized. Ms. Overbey filed a civil rights lawsuit against 
the Baltimore Police Department and the city, which concluded with a 
settlement agreement. One term of the agreement prohibited her from 
ever speaking about the incident (essentially a gag order), and if she 
violated the term, half of the settlement amount would be withheld. But 
the then City Solicitor issued a statement about the case in the Baltimore 
Sun disparaging Ms. Overbey. She defended herself in the comments 
section of the Sun article, and the city withheld half of her settlement. 

In a brief filed by the Public Justice Center, Washington Lawyers’ 
Committee for Civil Rights and Urban Affairs, National Women’s 
Law Center, and Baltimore City civil rights advocate Tawanda Jones, 
K’Shaani argued that the city’s gag order policy inhibits police 
accountability and allows for the continuation of police violence against 
Black women and other vulnerable populations in Baltimore. The brief 
makes clear that these gag orders are used to conceal from the public 
the BPD’s frequent unwarranted violence against civilians. 

Justice For Tenants
K’Shaani’s work had a significant impact on tenants’ rights in a Court 
of Appeals decision in Hunter v. Broadway Overlook. Her brief argued 
that before filing a breach of lease complaint in District Court, the law 
requires the landlord to show three things: 1) that the tenant breached 
the lease, 2) that the landlord gave the tenant 30 or 14 days’ notice 
to vacate the premises (the time given depends on the nature of the 
alleged breach), and 3) that the tenant failed to comply with the 
notice. Despite clear language spelling out these requirements, lower 
courts have repeatedly determined that landlords do not need to 
meet the prerequisites before filing a complaint as long as they meet 
them sometime before trial. K’Shaani’s arguments were reflected 
in the Court’s opinion, which held that landlords must exhaust the 
notice period before filing a breach of lease complaint. The ruling will 
prevent landlords from persisting in issuing defective notices and filing 
premature complaints against tenants, subjecting them to denial of a 
fair trial and risk of preventable homelessness. 

THE PUBLIC JUSTICE CENTER HONORS SHONTEL HUNTER WITH 
THE 2018 JOHN P. SARBANES COURAGE AWARD. We applaud  
Ms. Hunter for courageously persisting with her case against a landlord 
bent on removing her and her family illegally from their home. The court 
process was difficult and lengthy and required tremendous courage 
under intense pressure. Because of Ms. Hunter’s persistence, her victory 
in the Court of Appeals set a precedent that will benefit thousands of 
Maryland tenants in the future. 

K’SHAANI SMITH SERVED THIS YEAR AS THE FRANCIS D. 
MURNAGHAN, JR. APPELLATE ADVOCACY FELLOW  
at the Public Justice Center. The Fellowship allows a recent law 
graduate who has completed a judicial clerkship to spend a year 
engaging in appellate advocacy in the areas of civil rights and 
poverty law. This year, K’Shaani’s briefs contributed much to the 
PJC’s advocacy on a range of issues related to civil rights and 
poverty law.

  

2018 Fellowship Highlights Include:
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The following donors have shared with the Public Justice Center generous 
contributions totaling $1,000 or more between July 1, 2017 and June 30, 2018. 
Your gifts afford the flexibility to meet injustice where it rises and to use the tools 
necessary to balance the scales of justice - no matter how long it takes. 
We consider you to be our Champions of Justice. Thank you.

Susan D. Bennett and  
John Eidleman

Katherine and Scott Bissett

The Lois and Irving Blum 
Foundation, Inc.

Leslie and Conor Boyle

Sandra T. Brushart

Paul S. Caiola and  
Vanessa D. Billings

Bobby Cherayil and  
Nandini Sengupta

Emried D. and  
Wandaleen P. Cole

Constance R. Caplan

Vincent Daly

Jane W. Daniels

Mary Cole Dickerman

Dennis and Anne Donohue

Charles Blake and  
Lydia Duff

The Duker/McArdle Family 
Charitable Fund

Dunn Development Corp.

Deborah and  
Neil Eisenberg

Kathleen Elliott

Margaret Z. and  
Henry C. Ferguson

Julian Fleisher

Paula Fleisher

Susan Francis and  
Sandra Daniels

Michele E. and  
Neil Gilman

Thomas X. Glancy and 
Charlotte A. Stivers

Stephen and  
Margaret Greif

Richard D. Gross and  
Cathy Neuman

Chad E. Harris

Heather Harris

Gregory and  
Amy Hemingway

Martin and Paula Himeles

Janet Hostetler

The Howard Family Fund

Richard Jacobs and  
Pat Lasher

The Honorable  
Earl Johnson, Jr.

Tassity Johnson

David A. Kandel and  
Betsy L. Krieger

Richard and Judith Katz

Susan B. Katzenberg

Zachary Knower

Linda F. and  
Julian L. Lapides

Margaret R. Moon

John Nethercut

Nancy Newman

Russell R. Reno, Jr.

Russell R. Reno III  
and Juliana Reno

William S. Reno

Tonya Robinson and  
Paul Oostburg Sanz

Delegate Samuel I. Rosenberg

Christopher R. and  
Carla Ryon

Stephen H. and  
Sheila K. Sachs

The Honorable John P.  
and Dina E. Sarbanes

Senator Paul S. Sarbanes

Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP

Victoria Schultz and  
Osman Bengur

M. Sigmund and  
Barbara K. Shapiro 
Philanthropic Fund

Leah and Benjamin Spero

Mark and Carol Steinbach

Nancy and James Stivers

Maureen A. Sweeney and 
Frederick C. Bauerschmidt

Sanford and  
Karen Teplitzky

Stephen and  
Marianne Walsh

Michael K. and  
Annette M. Wasno

Christine E. Webber and  
J. Wesley McClain

Jean Zachariasiewicz and 
Jordon Steele

The Bea & David Zack 
Memorial Foundation Inc.

Liza Zamd

 

THANK YOU 2018 DONORS

THANK YOU  
from Em Cole, PJC Board

APPELLATE ADVOCACY PROJECT

Bail Reform
K’Shaani also worked on a series of 
briefs to guide judges in interpreting and 
implementing a new rule limiting the use 
of bail. The briefs detailed the damage 
done in communities of color when judges 
assign bail that people cannot afford. 
When someone is jailed, their family can 
lose income, educational opportunities, 
and housing. Children of detainees are 
even affected long-term, suffering setbacks 
in education and lower lifetime income. 
With such a major disruption, detained 
defendants are more likely to plead guilty 
because they have already lost so much. 
Those detained are also more likely to be 
convicted because they are hampered 
in preparing their defense. And pretrial 
detention ironically increases crime, 
with detained defendants more likely 
to recidivate than those released while 
awaiting trial.

One of these briefs convinced the Court of 
Special Appeals to issue an urgent order, 
reversing a circuit court’s refusal to review an 
unaffordable bail set by a lower court. We 
await a detailed opinion in the case, which 
we hope will provide important guidance 
to trial judges determining affordable bail 
under Maryland’s new rule
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Spectacular Concert  
Raises Nearly $10,000

On May 16, 2018, Julian Fleisher performed a Spectacular 
Concert in memory of his beloved mom, Rikki, who was an 
ardent supporter of the PJC. Julian, Leon Fleisher, and Lance 
Horne provided incredible performances. Mo Rocca led the 
audience in a news quiz styled after the popular NPR game 
show “Wait, Wait Don’t Tell Me”. Julian’s sister Paula called 
in via video chat to reminisce onstage about her mom’s 
lifelong commitment to social change with the PJC’s Executive 
Director, John Nethercut. A dessert reception catered by 
Khepera’s Kitchen satisfied our tastebuds after the show. 

By evening’s end, we had raised nearly $10,000 for the 
Rikki Fleisher Fund for Professional Development. Julian 
and Paula created the fund as a tribute to their mother 
and so that our legal staff can pursue exceptional training 
opportunities. One use of the Fund has been to invest in an 
ongoing intensive staff training on race equity. This training 
allows us to become more effective advocates and to impact 
the racial barriers and suffering our clients endure.

#JustArts

The PJC occasionally partners with artists exploring issues 
of justice. In fall 2017, we partnered with the University 
of Maryland School of Social Work and a large group of 
community organizations interested in health care, aging, home 
care and more. We screened a beautiful film, Care, which 
delicately explores the intimate relations between caregiver and 
patient at the same time it explores the broken system of home 
care service delivery in the U.S. The film and our event were 
both designed to catalyze change. After the film, the audience 
participated in a vibrant discussion with Dennise Vaughn, a 
home care worker; Dave Rodwin, a PJC attorney; and Lane 
Victorson, a professor from University of Maryland School  
of Social Work.

In May, we co-hosted Movies That Matter, a collection of 
powerful shorts produced by students of Wide Angle Youth 
Media. Memorial Episcopal Church partnered with us. Students 
talked with the audience about the films they created. 

In July, attorney Sally Dworak-Fisher fostered conversation after 
a performance of A New Nation, a new piece generated through 
Convergence Theatre’s Guerrilla Theatre Works model. The 
show was a synthesis of performance art, poetry, interviews 
and physical theatre. The performance probed responses to 
the immigration crisis in the U.S. and current perceptions of 
the stranger, amplifying diverse voices to challenge fear and 
strengthen our sense of home. 
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THANK YOU 2018 DONORS
The donors listed here made their gifts between July 1, 2018 and June 30, 2019 to support the Public Justice Center. Thank you. 
In addition to the donors listed by name, we recognize and acknowledge those who make contributions through workplace giving 
campaigns, AmazonSmile or other special campaigns. We might not know your names, but we are thankful for your support of our work.

The Abell Foundation

Adam and Laura Abelson

Sally Abrahamson

Nora L. Adams and 
Mary E. Goodwin

Bonnie C. Allan

Katherine and  
Will Alteneder

Theresa Amato

AmazonSmile Foundation

Joseph F. Anastasio

Kate Anderson

Ruebin and  
Amelia Andres

Stuart and  
Arlene Andrews

Anonymous (numerous)

Carol Antoniewicz and 
Edward Sorensen, III

Mary M. and  
Frank J. Aquino

Robert Ardinger

Judith A. Armold

Joseph Michael Arnold

Maxine Arnsdorf

Jonathan and  
Shirley Asher

Joshua N. Auerbach

Martin Auerbach

Charles D. Austin

Mary Azrael

Nathaniel Balis

Baltimore Homeless 
Services

Amy Barasch

Erin Barrett

Howell Baum and 
Madelyn Siegel

Herbert J. Belgrad

Nichele Belton

Benedictine Sisters

Martha Bergmark

Michael S. and  
Pamela M. Betton

Michelle P. Betton

Kate Bladow

Camille Blake Fall

Benjamin Blake

F. Paul Bland

The Jacob and Hilda 
Blaustein Foundation

Stuart Bluestone

James D. Blum

Ascanio S. Boccuti

C. Shawn Boehringer

Matt and Rupsa Boelig

David S. Bogen and 
Patricia Y. Ciricillo

Subhashini Bollini

Lee R. Bone

Michael Booth and 
Kristine Smets

Robert C. Boruchowitz

Leonidas and  
Mary Boutsikaris

Molly Bowen

Rebecca G. Bowman

Regina T. Boyce

A. Stanley Brager, Jr.  
and Dorah M. Brager

Mara Braverman

Abigail Breiseth

Anne Bricker

Tonya Brito

Gregory A. Brock and 
Wendy J. Wirth-Brock

Lisa Brodoff

Terrence Brooks

C. Christopher and  
Leslie Brown

Janet K. Brown

Josef Brown

L. Tracy Brown

Barbara Buckley

Margaret L. and  
Steven W. Budd

Molly Callahan

Walter Calvert

The Honorable  
Evelyn O. Cannon  
and the Honorable  
James P. Casey

Mary Jo Carden

Lucy A. Cardwell

Gregory P. Care

Anthony M. and  
Eleanor M. Carey

Catherine C. Carr and 
Louis N. Tannen

Thomas and Beth Casey

Catholic Community  
at Relay

Randall D. Chapman

David Chavis

Maya Cherayil

Monisha Cherayil and 
Sid Chaudhury

Ann T. Ciekot and  
Noah D. Parker

Mary Clawsey

William H. Clendenen

Debora Clovis and  

David Durfee

Michele F. Cohen

Peggy and Ronald Cohen

Susan Cohen

Hannah Cole-Chu and 
William McKindley-Ward

Rene Vanessa 
Magdalena Coleman

Community Development 
Block Grant, Baltimore 
City Department of 
Housing and Community 
Development

Consumer Health 
Foundation

The Honorable  
Charlotte M. Cooksey

Mark D. Coplin

Lawrence and  
Arlene Coppel

Anne Coventry

Graham Cowger

Alexander James Crow

Ellen Cullen and  
Robert Cullen

Ellen Sondheim Dankert 
and Roger Dankert

Jana Davis

Lindsay W. Davis

Martha F. Davis

Gabrielle Dean and  
Tim Teigen

David Demsky and  
Emily Gaines Demsky

Robin Denning and 
William Boyd

Walter P. Dent, III

Rebekah Diller

Jennifer Dimond

Susan E. Dodge and 
Gerald J. Whittaker

Harriet Dopkin and 
Charles S. Montgomery

Margaret B. Drew

Joseph Dudek

Susan K. Dunn

Lynne Durbin

Fran and Frank Dworak

Sally and Keenan 
Dworak-Fisher

Bridgette Eaton

Lee Eaton

John Ebbott

Elizabeth and  
Grant Ehrlich

Todd Elliott

Anna A. Ellis

Elizabeth M. Embry

Russell Engler and  
Tracy Miller

The Episcopal Diocese  
of Maryland

Steven Eppler-Epstein

Jerome Epstein

Susan M. Erlichman and 
Edward Kleinman

Alexander and  
Judith Estrin

George C. and  
Elaine Farrant

Jeremy Feldman

Sam Feldman

Gary Felser and  
Debra Brown Felser

Grace Fendlay

Jeanette E. Festa

Blake and Melissa Fetrow

Sandra and Robert Fink

Wendell Finner

Lisa Firnberg

First Congregational  
Church

David and Merle Fishman

Emily Ford

George C. and  
Megan M. Ford

Kinda E. France

Francis D. Murnaghan, 
Jr., Appellate Advocacy 
Fellowship

Marianne Freedman

Francis G. and J 
anice B. French

The Fund for Change

Robert E. Funk, Jr.

Gerard J. Gaeng

Thomas Gagliardo

Margaret Gaines

Laura Gal

Paula Galowitz

Debra Gardner

Patricia M. Gerber

Chris Giannella

Saul and Patricia Gilstein

James E. Goalder

Sally Gold and  
Elliott Zulver

Eve Goldberg

Daniel F. Goldstein and 
Laura W. Williams

Lauren Goodsmith

Kathi Grasso

Elizabeth Grdina

Michael S. Greco

Nicki Green Johnson

Daniel L. Greenberg

Henry M. Greenberg

Amy Rose Greensfelder

Joseph C. Greenwald 
and Pelle Wertheimer

Lawrence S. and  
Shirley K. Greenwald

Jim Greiner

Joel and Mary Grossman

William Gruhn

M. Willis Gunther Baker

Leslie Guthrie

Carol D. Hamilton

Beth Harber and  
Henry Kay

The Honorable Glenn T. 
Harrell, Jr. and  
Pamela C. Harrell

Jane Harrison

Lee M. Hendler

Bryan and Susan 
Hetherington

Jeffrey K. and  
Michelle L. Hettleman

Lauri Richman Hidalgo

Charles Hill

Patricia M. Hogue

Olivia Holcombe-Volke

Guy Hollyday and 
Pamela Fleming

Lorraine Hopkins

Sean Hou

Douglas E. Hough

Alan W. Houseman

Theodore A. Howard

Susan and  
Thomas Howley

Earl Huch and Lois Eldred

Heather Hunt

Nathan Hunt

David A. and  
Katherine B. Hurst

Gary and  
Deborah Ignatowski

International Academy of 
Trial Lawyers Foundation

Ivy Bookshop

J.M. Kaplan Fund, Inc.

Sanford and  
Ann Jacobson

William M. Barry and 
Joan H. Jacobson

Anna Jagelewski

David Jaros

Job Opportunities  
Task Force

The John J. Leidy 
Foundation, Inc.

Sheila Johnson

Kenneth M. Jones, III

Katherine J. Jones

Wilhelm and Jean Joseph

JustGive - Great 
Nonprofits

Alan Kabat

Peter Andrew Kahn

Elizabeth M. Kameen

The Honorable Ronald A. 
and Donna Karasic

Judith Snyder Kastenberg

Stephen and Susan Kay

Joyce S. Keating

Jodi Kelber-Kaye

Catherine Hope Keller

Senator  
Delores G. Kelley

Erin C. Kelly

Marilyn Kelly

Ingrid Kershner

Andrea Khoury

Wookie Kim

William F. Kiniry, III

Bonnie A. Kirkland

Mary Jo Kirschman

Stephanie Klapper

Eve Biskind Klothen and 
Ken Klothen

Linda Koban

George and  
Shelley Korch

David and  
Barbara Kornblatt

Erin Krell

Sharon Krevor-Weisbaum 
and Harold Weisbaum

The Zanvyl and  
Isabelle Krieger Fund

Francine and  
Allan Krumholz

Itamar Kubovy-Weiss

Rachel Kutler

Janet LaBella

Lynne and  
Stanford Lamberg

Karen Lash

Fran Ludman and 
Sheldon H. Laskin

Jeffrey A. Lauren

Law Office of  
Clara S. Licata

Chinh Le and  
Vanita Gupta
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SPECIAL THANKS TO YOU, OUR VOLUNTEERS
JULY 2017- JUNE 2018 

The PJC relies on some talented and inspiring volunteers. Our Board of Directors and Leadership Council provide excellent 
guidance, weigh in on special topics and help sustain our mission. Each year, a new Jesuit Volunteer serves as a paralegal 
in our Human Right to Housing project. Law students clerk for different teams. Experienced lawyers moot our staff before 
big court dates. And, we enjoy the regular support of several volunteers who work in our office, represent clients, answer 
phones and support special projects. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT 
Gregory Care, Esq. 
Brown, Goldstein & Levy, LLP
VICE PRESIDENT  
Cristina M. Meneses, Esq., M.S. 
TREASURER 
LaKia M. Bourne, MBA  
Synergy Accounting Services, LLC
SECRETARY 
Jean Zachariasiewicz, Esq.  
Brown, Goldstein & Levy, LLP 
DEPUTY SECRETARY 
Christopher R. Ryon, Esq.  
Kahn, Smith & Collins, PA 

MEMBERS 
Camille Blake Fall, Esq. 

Emried D. Cole, Jr.

Jenny Egan, Esq. 

Ahmed S. Elsayed-Ahmed, MHS  
Greater Baltimore Medical Center

Elizabeth Embry, Esq.

Susan Francis, Esq.  
Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service

Elizabeth A. Hafey, Esq.  
Miles & Stockbridge P.C.

Professor Heather E. Harris, Ph.D.  
Stevenson University

Kenneth M. Jones, II  
The Annie E. Casey Foundation

Michelle N. Mendez

Aaron Merki, Esq.

Miriam Nemeth, Esq.  
Cohen Milstein Sellers & Toll, PLLC

Jordan D. Rosenfeld, Esq.  
Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP

Victoria Schultz, Associate Dean 
University of Baltimore School of Law

Mehgan Sidhu, Esq.

Assoc. Professor Colin Starger,  
University of Baltimore School of Law

Darryl Tarver, Esq.  
Venable LLP

Melvin Wilson

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL
Max Blumenthal, Esq.  
Stewart, Plant & Blumenthal, LLC

Paul Caiola, Esq.  
Gallagher, Evelius & Jones, LLP

Tom Glancy, Esq.  
Belsky Weinberg & Horowitz, LLC

Professor Michele Gilman  
University of Baltimore School of Law 

Brother Frank O’Donnell, SM

Professor Michael Pinard  
University of Maryland School of Law

Sheila Sachs, Esq.  
Gordon Feinblatt LLC

Joy Sakamoto-Wengel, Esq.

Michael K. Wasno

Christine Webber, Esq.  
Cohen Milstein Sellers & Toll, PLLC

OFFICE AND PROJECT  
VOLUNTEERS

Maryam Abidi

Jessica Burgard

Ian Elliott

Hillary Frame

Justin Garcia-Bunuel

Nathaniel Grube

Brooh Hailu

Judith Jacobson

Octavia James

Peggy Ramin

Monika Scherer

Sam Williamson

Tara Wilson

LITIGATION PARTNERSHIP
Through our Litigation Partnership, 
individual attorneys and law firms 
assist with specific PJC projects, 
whether by serving as co-counsel, 
providing research, offering 
consultation or networking. There 
are more than 30 firms represented 
in this group. We value the time 
and resources that the members 
of the private bar contribute 
to expanding our capacity for 
litigation and other advocacy. This 
year, we established co-counseling 
relationships with 11 private law 
firms, which provided nearly 
7,000 hours of work valued at 
$2,540,587. 

SPECIAL THANKS TO: 
Brown, Goldstein & Levy, LLP

Cohen Milstein Sellers & Toll, PLLC

Covington & Burling, LLP

Dorsey & Whitney LLP

DLA Piper LLP

James & Hoffman, PC

Kahn, Smith & Collins, PA

Law Offices of Elizabeth Alexander

Outten & Golden, LLP

Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP

Rosenberg Martin Greenberg, LLP

Santoni, Vocci & Ortega, LLC

Schulte, Roth & Zabel LLP

Venable, LLP

WilmerHale
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Sarah Leavitt

Martin W. Lee, Jr.

Julia Leff

Legal Aid Society of the 
District of Columbia

William Leibovici  
and Dana Reed

Aaron Levin

Marilyn Ruth Levitt

Harry R. Lewis

Raven and Russell Lidman

Cynthia Lifson

Nadine Lindsay

William C. Lindsey

Rhonda Lipkin and 
Michele Nethercott

Alexandria Lippincott

Gregg and  
Elizabeth Lombardi

The Honorable  
James J. Lombardi

Sally Lowe and  
Francis Welsh

Korey C. Lundin

Deloris Mabins-Adenekan

Eric Macdonell

Nora Mahlberg

Daniel Quinn Mahone

Alan J. and  
Pamela Lynn Malester

Thomas Maligno

Susan Malone

Len Mancini

Luke and Nancy Marbury

Donald Marritz

Maryland Department of 
Housing and Community 
Development

Maryland Legal Services 
Corporation

Lisa D. and  
William D. Mathias

James R. Maxeiner

Jerome and Frances May

Mayor’s Office of 
Homeless Services (OHS)

Patricia McAllister

Doris McCleod

Kathie D. McCleskey

James and  
Diane McComb

Michele McDonell

Ellen McGinnis

Andrew McGlone

Margaret McGuire

Mairi McKeever and 
Charles Lewkowitz

Cheryl McLeod

David McMaster

Brian McNally

Mary Helen McNeal

Donald P. McPherson, III

Megan McShea

Memorial Episcopal 
Church

Richard A. Mendel

Henry A. Mendeloff

Michelle Mendez

Aaron Merki and  
Paul Pineau

Diane Merki

Marilyn Meyerhoff

Robert E. Meyerhoff and 
Rheda Becker

Brenda and  
Michael Midkiff

Samuel William Milkes

Louise E. Miller

Murray Miller

Siobhan Miller

Mitchell Y. Mirviss

Ed Morman

Diana L. Morris and  
Peter Shiras

Frederick Mulhauser

George A. Murnaghan

Irvin B. Nathan and 
Judith A. Walter

Christine Nell

Nelson Mullins Riley & 
Scarborough LLP

Miriam Nemeth

Cynthia Nethercut and 
Joe Altonji

Gordon and  
Vernie Nethercut

Bill Nethercut

Cindy and Andy 
Newman

Janice Newman and 
Murray Newman Jr.

Aaron Nichols

The Honorable  
William M. and  
Virginia Nickerson

Douglas E. Nivens

Laurie J. Norris

Nathaniel Norton

Andrew Nussbaum

Andrew J. O’ Brien

Frank J. O’Donnell, S.M.

Susanne Ogaitis-Jones

Arlene Ogurick

Aaron Oldenburg

Bonnie and Pacy Oletsky

Warren S. Oliveri, Jr. 
and McGennis Williams

Open Society Institute-
Baltimore

Beth Orlansky

JoAnn Orlinsky

Barbara Orman

Elizabeth Padgett

The Paige Family 
Foundation

Marcia E. Palof

Yvette Pappoe

Mimi L. Parvis

Clare Pastore

Donald Patterson and 
Celeste Stivers

Steven Michael Pavsner

Lynda Payne

PayPal Charitable Giving 
Fund

Bradford Curtis Peabody

Jennifer Pelton

Anne S. Perkins

Deborah Perluss and 
Mark Diamond

Diana Philip

Don Philips

Elizabeth Pittman

John Pollock

Eleanor C. and 
Edmund R. Preston

Public Welfare 
Foundation

Maroudia F. Courpas 
and Jonathan C. Puth

Jeff Rackow and  
Dana Shoenberg

Bhadra Ragu Raghavan

Rachelle H. Raphael

Darius and  
Monica Rastegar

Tom C. Rawlings

Stuart and Sharon Ray

Diane L. Redleaf

Ajay Rege

Salem Reiner and  
Dana L. Johnson

Richard R. Renner and 
Laura Yeomans

Lise Reno and  
William Starr

Mary Hall Reno and 
Yannick Meurice

The Honorable  
David E. Rice

Ebonie Richardson

Arnold and  
Alison Richman

Eileen C. and  
Douglas B. Riley

Billie Rinaldi

Dean Rivkin

Ruth Anne Robbins

Betty Robinson

Harriet M. Robinson and 
Donald Jennings

Allan G. Rodgers

Lawyers’ Alliance  
for the Public Justice Center
The Lawyers’ Alliance for the Public Justice Center 
are private or public interest attorneys and law 
students, some of whom are members of the Board 
of Directors. They raise money through the annual 
Law Firm Campaign and act as ambassadors for the 
PJC within their own firms or organizations, within 
the bar at large, and support the PJC’s mission in a 
variety of other ways. In its second year, this vibrant 
group exceeded its fundraising goals, hosted several 
interesting events and planted seeds for many new 
relationships within the legal community. 

LAWYERS’ ALLIANCE MEMBERS 2017-2018 
CO-CHAIRS
Miriam Nemeth, Cohen Milstein Sellers & Toll PLLC
Darryl L. Tarver, Venable LLP

MEMBERS
Adam Abelson, Zuckerman Spaeder LLP

Sally Abrahamson, Outten and Golden

Molly Bowen, Cohen Milstein Sellers & Toll PLLC

Greg Care, Brown, Goldstein & Levy

Kelli Cover, University of Baltimore School of Law

Louis Brendan Curran, Office of the Public Defender 

Jazmine Dorsey, University of Maryland School of Law

Joseph Dudek, Gohn, Hankey & Berlage LLP

Wandaly Fernandez, Sidley Austin LLP

Elizabeth A. Hafey, Miles & Stockbridge, PC

Lauren Harrison

Matthew A. Haven, Gallagher, Evelius & Jones, LLP

Nathan Hunt, University of Maryland School of Law

Anna Jagelewski, Cohen Milstein Sellers & Toll PLLC

Nicki Green Johnson, DLA Piper LLP (US)

Tassity Johnson, Jenner & Block 

Charlie Kerr, University of Baltimore School of Law

Wookie Kim, Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan, LLP

William F. Kiniry, III, DLA Piper LLP (US) 

Yvette Pappoe

Jordan D. Rosenfeld, Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP

Chris Ryon, Kahn, Smith & Collins, PA

Victoria Schultz, University of Baltimore School of Law 

Aniko R. Schwarcz, Cohen Milstein Sellers & Toll PLLC

Colin Starger, University of Baltimore School of Law

Jean Zachariasiewicz, Brown, Goldstein & Levy, LLP

Adam Zimmerman, Wase, Wase & Grace, LLC

THANK YOU 2018 DONORS
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FY2018  
INCOME & EXPENSES

The following information was prepared 
from end of year (June 30, 2018) 
financial statements prior to completion of 
the annual independent audit.

We are grateful for your continued and 
strong support. Support from private 
foundations and the government grants 
we get for eviction prevention remained 
steady. Unrestricted donations from law 
firms and individuals increased this year 
as more people heard of the PJC’s work 
and joined or increased their donations. 
We are pleased with our earned revenue 
from attorney fees -- these fees are not 
paid by our clients, who we do not 
charge, but are the result of court orders 
or settlements in which the laws we were 
enforcing (wage theft and consumer unfair 
or deceptive trade practices) require that 
the losing defendants pay the winning 
plaintiff’s attorney fees.

The Board approved a net income of 
($245,543) for FY18 – a deficit budget, 
and we were pleased to have closed 
part of that gap by finishing with a 
($192,133) deficit. PJC remains in a 
strong financial position, with more than 
$1.3 million in unrestricted net assets 
(“reserves”). This allows us to ride out the 
better or worse years as foundation grants 
fluctuate. Strong advocacy is possible 
only with a strong base of support, 
and we are thankful for the people and 
the organizations who make our work 
possible. Thank you!

TOTAL INCOME:  
2,061,202

TOTAL EXPENSES:  
2,253,335

Interest and Other 
$22,522

Attorney Fees Earned 
$129,009

Murnaghan 
$102,825 

Individual Donations 
     $185,916

Law Firm Donations 
$65,819

Government Grants 
$226,471

Unrestricted Foundations 
        $77,500

Private Restricted 
Foundations 

  $1,251,140

 

Non-personnel
$556,267

Personnel
$1,697,068

The Standards evaluate principles of honesty, 
integrity, fairness, respect, trust, responsibility, 
and accountability in nonprofit program opera-
tions, governance, human resources, financial 
management and fundraising.

THANK YOU  
from LaKia Bourne and Aaron Merki, PJC Board

The Public Justice Center, Inc. is a 501 (c)3 nonprofit organization incorporated in the State of Maryland. All contributions are tax deductible to the fullest extent of the law. 
Copies of current financial statements are available upon request by contacting the Public Justice Center at One North Charles Street, Suite 200, Baltimore, MD 21201 or 
by telephone: (410)625-9409. Documents and information submitted to the State of Maryland under the Maryland Charitable Solicitations Act are available from the Office 
of the Secretary of State, Annapolis, MD 21401 for the cost of copying and postage.
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Andrew Rodwin

Lisa Rodwin

Loren Rodwin

Marilyn Rodwin

Wendi Roedema

Douglas Rogers

Florence Wagman 
Roisman

Oren Root

Bob Rose and  
Michele Rose

Robin Rosenberg

Barbara Rosenberger

Jordan Rosenfeld

Daniel Ross

Robert L. Rothman

Toby Rothschild

James V. Rowan

Tricia Rubacky and 
William F. Merritt

Evelyn K. Rubel

Louis S. and  
Carolyn C. Rulli

Susan Russell

Joanna Ruth

Lainie W. Rutkow and 
Adam Spira

Kathryn Sabbeth

Jamie Sabino

Elisabeth Sachs and 
David Sheehy

Joy R. and Steve M. 
Sakamoto-Wengel

Michelle Salomon 
Madaio

Suzanne B. and  
Stuart M. Salsbury

Jim Salvucci and  
Marie Sennett

Saskia Sanchez and 
Rebecca Wilner

Erica Sarodia

Saul Ewing Arnstein & 
Lehr LLP

Don Saunders

Andrew Scherer

Mary Joe Deutsch 
Schneider and  
Mark Schneider

Kenneth L. Schorr

Alan C. Schrum

The Honorable and  
Mrs. Allen L. Schwait

Aniko Schwarcz

Erica Schwarz

Joshua Segall

Joseph Sellers and  
Laurie Davis

Marc Seltzer and 
Christina Snyder

Eugene Sennett

Charles Shafer and 
Miriam Arenberg

Reena K. Shah

Ronald and  
Kathryn Shapiro

Joshua M. Sharfstein

Daniel M. Shemer

Nick Sheridan

Wendy Shiff

William and  
Margaret Shull

Kathryn V. Shulman and 
Jack Boyson

Mehgan Sidhu

Sally Silk

Richard Silverman

Jana B. Singer

Sonia B. and  
Irene E. Skricki

Madison Sloan

Erin Smith

Gary F. Smith and  
Elena C. Bennett

Jonathan M. Smith and 
Wendy Turman

Michael A. Smith

Wayne A. Sody

Natalie Sokoloff and 
Fred Pincus

Nancy Solomon

Berryl A. and  
Linda G. Speert

Thomas S. Spencer

Ray and Linda Sprenkle

Rod Ryon and  
Joan Stanne

Colin Starger

State of Maryland, 
Department of Housing 
and Community 
Development

Therese Staudenmaier

Nevett and Betsy Steele

Joseph and  
Mary Stefanski

Andrew Steinberg

Marc E. Steinberg and 
Jennifer A. Goldberg

Bezalel Stern

Jere B. Stern

Walter and Susan Stone

Judith Storey and  
William Storey

Kenneth J. Strong and 
Sandra Lippman

Joseph Sullivan

Kelly Swanston

Judy K. Sykes

Ronald J. Tabak

Gustava Taler

Eric Tars

Darryl Tarver

Alexandria Taylor

Mary Thayer

Rhodia D. Thomas

Karla Thompson

Ray Tomasic and  
Mary Jane Tomasic

Julieta Tord

Francis James  
Townsend, III

David Tracey and 
Heather Ford

Angela S. Tripp

Tammy L. Turner

Jayne Tyrrell

David Udell

United Way of  
Central Maryland

Christopher Varano

Andrea Vaughn and 
Cristina Meneses

Demetris Voudouris

Shira Wakschlag

Justin Wasno

Richard L. and  
Manuele D. Wasserman

Ellen Weber

Jessica Weber

Fran and Barry Weiskopf

Susan Weiss

Edward and  
Mina Wender

Katherine White and  
Tom Urquhart

Lionel J. White

Carmen L. Williams

Jerold Wise

Larry Wissow and  
Nancy Hutton

Rachel A. Wohl

Wolman Family 
Foundation

Rachel Wolpert

Christine U. Wright

Eric Wayne Wright

Lewis Yelin and  
Teresa Hinze

Lauren Young and  
John Bechill

Pattie Yu

Laurie S. Zabin

Robert and Donna 
Zachariasiewicz

The Honorable Robert 
and Jeanne Zarnoch

Tamara and  
Barry Zavislan, Jr.

Merril Lynn Zebe and 
Dennis D. Hager

2017-2018 Law Firm Campaign
$10,000+
Outten & Golden LLP

$5,000+
Gallagher, Evelius & Jones LLP
Kahn, Smith & Collins, PA
Venable Foundation

$4,000+
Whiteford, Taylor & Preston LLP

$3,000+
Brown, Goldstein & Levy, LLP
Saiontz & Kirk, PA

$2,000+
Cohen Milstein Sellers &  
Toll PLLC
DLA Piper LLP
Gordon Feinblatt LLC

$1,000+
Anonymous
Baker Donelson, PC
Ballard Spahr, LLP
Goodwin
Iliff, Meredith, Wildberger & 
Brennan, PC
Lebau & Neuworth, LLC
Miles & Stockbridge Foundation
Murphy Anderson PLLC
Rosenberg Martin Greenberg, LLP
Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP
Zuckerman Spaeder LLP

$700+
Bekman, Marder & Adkins, LLC
Shawe Rosenthal LLP

$500+
Belsky, Weinberg & Horowitz, LLC
Buckley Sandler LLP
Nathans & Biddle, LLP
Santoni, Vocci & Ortega, LLC

$250+
Conti Fenn & Lawrence LLC
Fedder & Garten, PA
Smitson Law LLC

Media Sponsor
The Daily Record

Matching Gifts
AARP Maryland

The Abell Foundation

Annie E. Casey Foundation

CENGAGE Learning  

Chevron Matching  
Employee Funds 

Open Society Institute US

The Pew Charitable Trusts

NCCRC  
Organizational 
Members
The Chicago Bar Foundation

North Carolina Equal Access to 
Justice Foundation, Inc.

Orrick, Herrington, Sutcliffe 
Foundation

Philadelphia Bar Association

Texas Access to Justice  
Foundation

Texas Legal Services Center, Inc.

THANK YOU 2018 DONORS
Our monthly donors enjoy the hottest mug in town.
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2018 REPORT

THANK YOU from Darryl Tarver and Jean Zachariasiewicz, PJC Board

The Public Justice Center, Inc.
1 N Charles St. Ste 200 
Baltimore, MD 21201

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

For information on our work,  
visit www.publicjustice.org  
or call 410.625.9409.


